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1. The restoration of all the bridges destroyed in the war began 
immadiately upon the Russian occupation of Faliningrad first with 
pon-.0n bridges. The old railroad bridge was also rebuilt, and 

the -coden bridge at Minchehof was restored. A new. monument in 
the _' tter neighborhood glorifies the defeat of Nazism, and a 
gran. ‘e obelisk in front of the Holldnderbawn railroad station 
dis: ys the emblem of the Soviet Republic. 


2. Railircad traffic operates from the East freight station. Direct 
traffic to. Russia alsc departs from there, and 1s handled 
exciviively by Russian personnel. Samland railroad traffie is 
hendicd only by Red Army trains. 


&. The &°ea of the railroad bridge, Deutscher Ordensring, the city 
hal’, Sufenallee, Lawsker Allee, and Dieffenbachstrasse to the 
Pre;.. was surrounded with a hiph fence and forbidden to all 
ent: ae its a 


4. The (lulose factory is in operation, with 500 Russian employees 
and = ijarger number of Germans. Also operating are the Helwig 
wir: *actory and the Reuter furniture factory. The conerete plant 
and * 4 paper mills, whose employees are still rostly German, are 
repc..3d working satisfactorily. The German manager of the pump 
factory, Bileske, was transferred to the water works. Current from 
the .ellulose factory was taken for the Russian-occupied sectors 
of the city. 


5. New: ‘ars report frequently on reconstruction, but little actual 
worl 3 to be observed. Street cars began to run again in November 
194€. A long-term loan of 10,000 rubles is supposed to be avail- 
able io new Russian settlers in Kaliningrad province for 
reconsiruction of destroyed houses. 


6. Living conditions continue very difficult, particulerly during the 
wint»r months, The death rate in the winter of 1946-1947 was 
sonetines 90 persons a day. and bodtes covld not ne buried because 
of ti frozen ground. It was also reported that there was pla gue 
An k wpsberr, 
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ant: Another source reported that bubonic plague wes 
“ragine in Kaliningrad in June and that the death rate among the German 
populnition was “very high",) 


Trea... ..t of the Germens is very strict. Food rection cards are 
issu only to employed Gerzans, so that each must take care of 
seve. - persons who are unemployed or incapable of work. German 
orphiu.: in homes are well-fed and well-treated, but those not so 


care) ior are utterly neslected. Russian hatred of the Germans 

is e:ysessed in such ways as restriction of postal and other 
courin-cations from Germany and forcins Germans to commence their 
appl? sitions for repatriation with "I am a German pig" (Ich bin ein 
deuts.es Schwein. )._ 


Begi::. .g in March 1947, applications for repatriation to the 
Russ. © tone of Gertany were permitted, written in German and 
Russ ; but only from unemployed Germans with relatives in the 
Russ..1 mone. Of the 5000 applications received, only 600 had 
been processed by 5 June 1947, and 100 of the permits issued were 
not us3d because they Involved far-ily separation. Accepted 
appliconts are taken to Frankfurt/Oder or Kistrin in small trana- 
port: .f 30 to 40 persons. Individuals are soretimes held up in 
Kilstris. In addition to this officially authorized emifration, 
many U>rmens leave illegally, i: spite of Russian reports that 
Kalircusrad Germans are contented and are not interested. in 
repai>. «tion. 
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